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Into the Rain

A Season in Santiago

“Land that drinks in the rain often falling on it and that produces a crop useful to those for whom it is farmed receives the blessing of God.”

Hebrews 6:7

       Internships 

Santiago, Chile, South America

(last revised August 2014) 
Jack and Janine Swanson

chilemission1@gmail.com 
Website: www.chilemission.org 
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I.

The Internship

a. Mission Statement

    Exposure, experience and encouragement 

        in a cross-cultural ministry setting.

b. Purpose

That each intern might learn about and intimately experience Chilean culture and cross-cultural ministry in a team setting, broadening their own worldview and growing spiritually.
c. Goals

i. To experience cross-cultural ministry in a team setting.

ii. To learn and develop Spanish communication skills in structured and non-structured settings.
iii. To develop and live out the heart of a servant.
iv. To live with and spend time with Chileans.

v. To grow in understanding specific aspects of South American/Chilean Culture.

vi. To be exposed to a variety of ministries.
vii. To develop in disciplines that foster spiritual growth and to know yourself better.
viii. To find out if cross-cultural ministry is for you.
d. Timing 

· The Summer Internship: June and July  

· Semester & year-long internships are also available.
· Alternative timing can be agreed upon. 

II.

Chile Mission

a. Mission Statement

Reaching people, and especially children, with the love of Jesus, that they might know and follow him. 
b. Ministry Focus

><> Evangelizing and giving testimony to Jesus Christ through example, relationship, 
        and verbal witnessing.  Connecting to others.
><> Partnering with other Christian churches and networking to accomplish God’s    
       grand purposes and special projects in Chile.
><> Actively maintaining/building relationships in other parts of Chile.
><> Using our Santiago ministry property for God’s purposes, including housing parents of

        children coming to Santiago for long-term medical treatments.  We also provide space to     

        APEM, a Christian pro-life pregnancy center and are looking to do the same for other 
        Christian ministries as well.

><> Working through community outreach settings (drug rehabilitation, and English Club

        (TESL) to build relationships and to make Jesus known.

><> Working in team with Chileans to develop a large Christian camp & retreat center in the

        Middle of the country. 
><> Being a cross-cultural internship site.

><> Being a short-term mission trip site for U.S. churches.

><> Broadening and encouraging the world vision of U.S. churches. 

c. Team bios
Jack & Janine are independent Christian Church/Church of Christ missionaries sent out under the authority and structure of Living Creek Christian Church, in Monee, Illinois, to Santiago, Chile, South America. Leaving the Chicago area, they and their four children spent one year studying the Spanish language in Costa Rica, arriving in Chile in November, 1993. They were new, “mid-career” missionaries.  Chile Mission’s main outreaches and focuses have changed over the years according to God’s constant leading, but always moving forward in significant ways.  Jack & Janine thank God for teaming them with special Chilean individuals, couples, families, and churches that He might continue to be glorified through Chile Mission into the future. 
Also see the ABOUT US category on our website www.chilemission.org

  d. Ministry setting


Ministry in Chile is lifestyle evangelism based on forming and maintaining relationships. The team’s ministry began as one aimed toward working in a church setting, which evolved into directing a children’s home, starting up a neighborhood outreach to children, and teaching at a Christian live-in drug rehabilitation center for men.  Jack became involved with Christian Churches/Churches of Christ in other parts of Chile, along with a pre-evangelistic “English Club” ministry.
Construction on and development of the team’s ministry property located in La Cisterna (municipality that is part of the Santiago metropolitan area) began in 2001 and was essentially completed in 2012.  The “final product” includes an all-purpose building and two 2-story duplexes (four houses).  This ministry is known as Residencia Familia Cristiana .  Each house contains four bedrooms—one bedroom with a larger bed and three bedrooms with bunk beds.  The mission property is located in a low-middle class neighborhood, and ministry through the property continues to expand and diversify.  Please read about the ministries carried out on and outside of the Santiago mission property in our website. 
III.

Opportunities & Expectations
a.  Opportunites

Some opportunities are well defined…..
· Learn Spanish in both structured and non-structured settings as a second language.

· Live with a Chilean family (our preferred living setting for interns).

· Travel to and experience other church works/ministries in one or more other areas of Chile.

· Help in a variety of ways on the mission property.

· Be part of developing our children’s summer camps (conducted in January & February) and large camp property in middle Chile.
· Help in a variety of ways with people living on the mission property.
· Share your testimony.
· Plan and coordinate “English Club”.
· Be a part of a ministry to help substance abuse addicts recovering in a Christian atmosphere.

· Help develop a new ministry.

· Experience a Chilean music ministry. Bring your instrument and play!

· Preach or lead Bible studies with Chileans.
· Help present and teach drama, puppets or another skill.
· Help in some other specific way.
Some are not well defined…….

· Converse with and learn about Chilean Christian leaders.
· Meet your neighbors and get to know them.
· Attend asados (barbeques) and build relationships.
· Experience downtown Santiago.
· Throw a party or invite your Chilean friends for dinner or for once (Chilean light, evening meal).

· Sit and talk with other North Americans and missionaries who’ve lived in Chile for a long time.
…They are all about spending time with people. We try to find the best “ministry fit” possible for each intern.
b.  Expectations
i. Culture

As with any new culture, there will be many differences you will encounter when you arrive in Chile. Rather than try to explain the Chilean culture, we encourage you to do your own research through the Internet and other resources. In order to prepare yourself for living cross-culturally, we highly recommend that you read these books and/or others like them ahead of time: Cross-Cultural Connections by Duane Elmer and Understanding Latin Americans by Eugene Nida. (The latter is a very old book, but its basic observations still hold true.)  You’ll learn about the culture every day that you’re here and being prepared to deal with the many differences will make the learning that much better.


     Expect to experience this type of cycle during your time in Chile:  

     Weeks 1-3: “honeymoon”

     Weeks 4-5: frustration (mainly communication and culture-related)

     Weeks 6-8: blessings from relationships, spiritual growth, serving, and yes, from

                        being able to communicate better 
ii. What to Bring / What not to Bring

· Clothing- 

June through August are winter months in Chile.  Night time temperatures are down in the low thirties and daytime temperatures vary but will be milder, in the 40’s-60’s. That may not sound too bad, but it’s much colder than it sounds, as there’s no central heat and little insulation, so the cold is even more penetrating and the mornings and evenings are especially impacting upon one’s body.  It’s hard to function when you’re cold, so layers of warm clothing are vital and important in the Chilean winter. You’ll be able to do laundry so if you are a two-month intern, bring about enough for at least one week with a few extras. The situation for long-term interns will of course be different.  

The dress is, in general, very casual. Most days you will want to just be comfortable.  At the same time, women in Chile tend to dress “up” rather than “down”.  Thus, in addition to jeans, girls may want to bring one or two skirts and nicer slacks.  Guys should bring one tie, as you may need to wear one for Sunday service in another part of Chile where the culture is different.  You will not need to bring a sport coat. 

· Warm winter coat or parka

· Two or so warm sweaters
· Warm pajamas and pajama pants

· Warm socks

· Warm shoes or boots (suitable for walking long distances)

· Warm slippers

· One pair of long underwear?

· Rain jacket or poncho, and waterproof boots if you have them.
· A couple sweatshirts or fleece

· T-Shirts (long and short-sleeved)

· One or two collared shirts (button-down or polo’s)

· Jeans
· Skirt or dress (not too short, consider temperature)

· Casual dress pants (corduroys or khakis)

· Sweatpants or warm-ups, and athletic shorts and socks
· Bathing suit (you never know!)

· Tennis and/or running shoes

· Flip-flops (for warmer weather or just around the house)

· Personal items-

Bring with you the things that will help you to be comfortable. This may be a variety of things but should include some of the following:

· Battery-operated alarm clock

· Bible (personal Spanish/English)

· Journal(s) or diary

· Planner or Agenda

· A notebook

· Spanish/English dictionary 

· Books to read (novels, spiritual growth, missions, whatever)

· Pens and pencils
· Watch
· Umbrella

· Purse, side-bag, fanny pack or backpack

· Money pouch you can wear under your clothes

· Pictures (small album to share with new friends)

· Digital camera
· Laptop/I-pod
· Toiletries (all items will also be available here)

· Your state drivers license (just in case you need to drive here)

· Cash, credit card, an ATM card connected to a U.S. checking account (but not the kind of ATM card purchased with a specific balance put on it)
· Gifts-

We hope that you will be staying with a Chilean family, and you will also stay with one or more other families in your travels to one or more other areas of Chile. A gift to leave behind would be a nice gesture. As well, you may get invited to children’s birthday parties, have friends with birthdays or just special children you want to leave with a gift. Here are some ideas on what to bring:

· American Candy (but no dried fruit or peanuts or other nuts)
· Anything from your region of the U.S. (salt & pepper shakers, etc.)
· Host/Hostess gifts (good quality dish towels, etc.)
· Inexpensive “Christian theme” gifts

· Bouncy balls

· Bubbles

· Jump ropes

· Games

· Coloring books

· School supplies

· Small toys

· Ministry items-

We will probably ask you to bring some items with that will aid you or the ministry while you are here. These might include Sunday school materials, English-teaching tools, sports equipment, bible studies or basic educational tools or be directly related to what you’d like to do ministry-wise. Please do not go out and buy everything you need. We encourage you to involve your church in getting these items. Once you’ve got them you might want to buy a Rubbermaid-type/Costco tub to pack them in.  Hopefully you will be able to leave most of these items with the team in Chile when you return to the States.
· What not to bring-

There are a few things that you will either not use while you’re here or that we have available for your use. If you have any questions about why not to bring something or are wondering about anything else, please just ask.

· Expensive jewelry (theft is common)

· Bedding
· Electrical Items (unless they convert from US 110 to 220 v.)

· Too much of anything

iii. Basic Schedule

It is nearly impossible to lay out a firm schedule in the life of the Chilean missionary. Every day will be unique and different. There will be some things that happen regularly though. Once you’re here we’ll have an orientation in which we will go over several important topics and talk about more specific schedule. Here’s a short list of things to expect on a regular basis:

· Breakfast most days in the home you are living in

· Team devotions, usually held one morning per week

· Lunch weekdays with team

· Sunday School and Church service on Sunday mornings
· One day free each week

· Planned language-learning time
· Involvement in two or more ministries

· Preparation time

· Team meetings once a week

· Two days per week of helping with lunch preparation/clean-up
· One day per week running errands
· Weekly/bi-weekly one-on-one meeting with one of the Chile team members
BEING PRO-ACTIVE AND A PERSON WHO STRIVES TO CONNECT AND SERVE MAKES EVERYTHING BETTER FOR EVERYONE!
iv. Budget

Your budget is a personal decision. Here we have provided a guide in order to let you know what you will need in certain areas. Please ask any questions you have.
· $14/day--$10/day Room & Board, plus daily transportation, meals out, internet, etc.
· $300 side trip—visiting other ministries in Chile (includes $100 to aid those ministries)
                                     Long-term interns  can expect to take a second trip ($200 additional)

· $150 souvenirs—approximate
· $800-$1200 airfare—varies based on length of stay and other factors


(For those that don’t already have one, A U.S. passport also needs to be procured)
**The Chile tourist visa fee (formally $160 and paid at the Santiago airport upon arrival) was eliminated in March 2014. 

Sample Estimate for 60-day stay:

$840 (daily expenditures)

$300 (side trip)

$150 (souvenirs)

Approx. $1300, plus airfare (add roughly $800 to $1200 to the total)
NOTE:  The person staying for longer than two months should thus expect to pay $420 per month to cover all daily expenses ($14/day) and also expect to take at least one other trip to a different part of Chile.  Each such trip should cost roughly $200 additional.
IMPORTANT POINT:  Individuals and churches look forward to helping interns reach their budget need.  This gives glory to God, as many can’t “go” but can help send.  Think about it and contact us with any questions at all on how to go about raising the $ and prayer support you will need to come to Chile as an intern.
v. Your Money

· Come to Chile with roughly $300 in cash.

· We will change your dollars into pesos when you get here (do not do so at the airport).

· To get more cash in pesos you should use an ATM/Debit card connected to a U.S. checking account.

· Most Visa/Mastercards have traditionally charged an extra fee to use them in other countries.  Check with your bank.
· Have a way to secure your money while walking in the city. This should be an under-clothes belt or zippered pouch.  Fanny packs and wallets should not be used to carry any sizable amount of money.
IV.
Learning and Growing

Be flexible!!!

a.  Spiritual

v. The Viewpoint 

1. We recognize that everyone’s spiritual health and viewpoint is different.
2. The spiritual health and growth of all team members is a priority of the team (in the good sense of the term). 
3. We will work together to find the best ways for you to grow spiritually.

vi. Your Spiritual Growth

1. Team devotions.  One day per week, and occasionally in Spanish.
2. Your part:

a. Find a special place to read scripture each day.
b. Choose a book or two to read.
c. Keep a journal (prayer, personal or other).
d. Talk with people whose experience and spirit you respect.
e. Find other ways that help you grow.
           b.  Language  
vii. The Viewpoint

1. You will learn a lot of Spanish just by being in Chile.

2. We will encourage and help you.

viii. Your Language Learning

1. Structured Learning

a. Having a “language route” is one option.
b. Study materials and/or CDs.

2. Informal Learning

a. Spend time with your new Chilean friends.

b. Living with a Chilean family.

c. Your daily activities will teach you Spanish too!

c.  Culture
ix. The Viewpoint

1. By being in Chile for this length of time you will learn a lot.

2. Together we will focus on important cultural issues.

3. Expect culture shock.

x. Tips for Your Cross-Cultural Experience

1. Learn as much as you can through books and the Internet before you arrive in Chile.

2. Be open with your thoughts and feelings about the culture within team discussions.

3. Resist the temptation to judge other cultures by North American standards. 

4. Make good Chilean friends and learn from them.

5. Get out of the house and take any opportunity that comes along to see a different side of Chile.

6. Relax, have fun and don’t get upset over cultural clashes.

V.

Communication

Communication is very important in life. In addition, we’re all brothers and sisters in Christ. Here are some suggestions for good communication in Chile: 

e. Within the Team

i. Always be open and honest.

ii. Bring up concerns and problems--they can be worked out.

iii. In our meetings, contribute your opinions.
iv. You will have periodic one-on-one opportunities to speak with one of us.
v. If you don’t know what is going on, ASK!

f. From Here to Home

i. Balance your connection to home with your experience of Chilean culture.

ii. You will be part of an inexpensive, international phone plan that will be available to you on a very limited, scheduled basis. 

iii. You will have Internet access (usually limited/scheduled).

iv. For any emergencies, your family and friends will have a number they can call to reach you.
  (Our internet phone here in Santiago has a California number.  It is 949-297-6971.)
v. You can receive mail delivered to our ministry site (letters and envelopes only, please).  The direction is:
      Santa Elisa 659
La Cisterna, Santiago
Chile, South America

vi. Our E-mail is chilemission1@gmail.com
VI.

Safety & Health

a. Preparing to Come

i. No special shots are required to enter Chile.

ii. Almost all medications are available over-the-counter and are cheaper than in the States.  If, however, you take a specific prescription medicine, it is best to bring a good supply with you.  Ask us if you have any questions about this. 

iii. It’s important to have some kind of health insurance.  (We have information on such plans, if you need it.)

b. While in Chile

a. Safety:

Violent crime is not a major problem in Chile. However, here are a few things to be aware of:

1. Women should not walk alone after dark.

2. When walking in the city keep your money and jewelry protected. Theft is common in big cities.

3. In the house, keep valuables and money out of site and secure.  Such items can be stored at our ministry property.
b. Health:

1. Smog is a problem in Santiago. If you have bronchial or asthmatic problems, bring what you need to breath easily.

2. You can drink the water!!


3. If you have a weak stomach, be careful about buying food from street-vendors. 

4. You’ll be here in the winter, so bring what you need to stay warm!
c. Food:
     The food is ample and good, is not very spicy, and most all types of cooking are common in diet.  For some reason, many come expecting the food to be Mexican-style, but it isn’t.  Potatoes, rice, noodles, and many types of beans are typical in meals, along with different types of salads.  Fresh vegetables & fruits are always accessible, seafood is cheap and tasty, and the Chilean bread is fresh daily and very good as well.  Ground beef, chicken, pork, different types of sausages make up main dishes.  The foods are combined differently than in the U.S., but by in large all meals are freshly made, as opposed to being bought pre-made and/or frozen.  AN IMPORTANT RULE:  Try everything!  Bringing a multi-vitamin or chewable vitamin C may be a good idea if you will be here during the winter months (July through August).
VII.

Boundaries

We establish boundaries so that everyone is on the same page.

We will gladly discuss these boundaries.

“ ‘Everything is permissible’ –but not everything is beneficial.

‘Everything is permissible’ –but not everything is constructive.”
1 Corinthians 10:23

1. Interns do not pursue love-relationships with other interns or with Chileans while interning with us.

2. Habits in social settings by in large are a personal decision.  It is always good and important to converse together about such settings as they relate to Chilean culture.

3. When traveling around the city, always travel in pairs.

4. Women should not walk alone at night.

5. Always consult the team before giving money or other valuable items to anyone.

6. Be willing to submit to authority.

VIII.

Getting Here 

a. Passports 

i. You will need a passport.

ii. If you don’t have a passport, apply (it can take over 2 months).
iii. Bring a photocopy of the main page of the passport.  (If you forget to do this we will make one here.)
b. Visas 

i. You will be in the country on a tourist visa, good for 90 days.

ii. You do not need to apply ahead of time for a visa.

c. Air Travel & Tickets

You are responsible for buying your own tickets. Here are some suggestions:

· .Look on the Internet. (kayak.com, priceline.com, orbitz.com, and if you are a student with an E-mail account ending in .edu you can use studentuniverse.com)

· Major carriers to Santiago: American, Delta, and Latam (look for special internet fares).
· The travel section of the Sunday edition of a major newspaper. 
· Let us know what prices you are finding so we can share them with other interns.  It also may be possible two or more of you to travel together.

· We may have other suggestions for you, as well.

d. Luggage

Airline luggage requirements and restrictions always seem to be changing.  Historically, checked-in bags on international flights has been limited to two 50-lb. bags per passenger, and one carry-on bag along with a smaller bag (such as for a laptop computer).  It is best to check with your airline to be clear on luggage restrictions.  As we will be asking you to bring items to be used in ministry here, it will be important to reserve the second check-in piece for our requests.  If you can find a good quality plastic trunk (such as are sold at Costco, Walmart or Target) on sale, it can be used as the second luggage piece.  We will reimburse you, as we will be able to use it in some way in the children’s home for storage.  Lastly, your main carry-on piece should have wheels, as you will be using it to travel in Chile.     
Blessings and we’ll look forward to seeing you here in Chile!
